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Begin with the Bible is a tool for guided Bible 
reading and study. Each topic is divided into four 
subtopics. Even if you do not have a child in each 
level, the information is useful for family discussion 
and further study. Everyone has a different learning 
style. Some might want to work on their pages as a 
family while others might want to work alone. The 
lessons are designed for personal study; however, 
discussing the lessons with your child can help 
them better understand. Some of the scriptures are 
written out completely, but some are only 
referenced in the lesson. We encourage you to look 
up each verse in your Bible so you can verify that 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ hǳǊ 
prayer for the recipients of this newsletter is that 
families come together to learn about God in a fun 
and engaging way!
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Family Study: The Old Testament Points to Jesus

The New Testament is not the only place we learn about Jesus. Below 
are a few Old Testament prophecies that are about Jesus and events in 
the Old Testament that symbolize Jesus. 
ÅLook up each New Testament Verse. Can you find the story in the 

Old Testament?
ÅLook up each Old Testament Verse. Can you find the story in the 

New Testament?

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƳƻƴΣ άLǎ Lǘ ! {Ƴŀƭƭ ¢ƘƛƴƎΚέ ōȅ .ǊŜǘǘ IƛŎƪŜȅΣ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ Ƴŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ άǘŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ instead ƻŦ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ little ǾŀƭǳŜ Ƴŀƴ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ƛǘΦέ 
(Hickey). He gives examples of the profane fire Nadab and Abihu offered before the Lord (Leviticus 10:1-3) and of the time 
Uzzah reached out to steady the ark of God on the cart (2 Samuel 6:3-тύΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ άǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎέΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ŘƛŘ 
what they thought was right instead of what God commanded.

²ƻǊŘǎ ǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ǎǳŎƘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƻΚέ 
trend. This question leaves much open to your own opinion or interpretation. While it is an excellent idea to treat people 
Ƙƻǿ WŜǎǳǎ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŀǊŜΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ did WŜǎǳǎ ŘƻΚέ ŀƴŘ ά²Ƙŀǘ didWŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅΚέ WŜǎǳǎ ƭƻǾŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ 
but He did not love their sin. He compared a sinner to a sick person who needed a doctor (Matthew 9:9-13, Mark 2:16-17), 
and He told an adulterous woman to leave her life of sin (John 8:10-11).

Studying the Bible regularly makes us more familiar with what it says and helps us identify the small things and their 
importance.

άbƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ WŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƴƻōƭŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭƻƴƛŎŀΤ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ŜŀƎŜǊƴŜǎǎΣ ŜȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻΦέ !Ŏǘǎ мтΥмм

άCƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƘƻƴƻǊŀōƭŜΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƧǳǎǘΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ǇǳǊŜΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅΣ 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What 
you have learned and received and heard and seen in meτǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ 
Philippians 4:8-9

God Tells in His Word What is Needed for Salvation
DƻŘΩǎ DǊŀŎŜΥ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ {ŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜκwŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΥ
Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ {ŀƴŎǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƪΥ
The Gospel:
Faith/Belief:
Confession of Belief:
Repentance:
Baptism:

Ephesians 2:8-10
Romans 5:6-9, 1 Peter 3:21
2 Thessalonians 2:13, Ephesians 1:13-14
1 Corinthians 15:1-2
Ephesians 2:8, John 3:16-17, Mark 16:15-16
Romans 10:9-10, 17; 1 John 4:13-15
Acts 2:37-41, Acts 3:19
Acts 2:37-41, 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21-22

Iƻǿ ƻŦǘŜƴ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΚ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƘȅƳƴ άWŜǎǳǎ YŜŜǇ aŜ bŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎέ ōȅ Cŀƴƴȅ WΦ /ǊƻǎōȅΣa 
ǾŜǊǎŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άbŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ h [ŀƳō ƻŦ DƻŘ κ .ǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜ κ IŜƭǇ ƳŜ ǿŀƭƪ ŦǊƻƳ Řŀȅ ǘƻ Řŀȅ κ ²ƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ 
ƻǾŜǊ ƳŜέ(Crosby).¢ƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ WƻƘƴ мфΥнр ǿƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŀǎ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŘȅƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
pain in this event is something beyond our comprehension. In his book The Case for Christ, Lee Strobel interviewed a forensic 
pathologist who explained in precise detail what physically happened to Jesus as He was flogged and crucified. It is horrificto
ǊŜŀŘΦ IŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ǿŀǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ǳƴōŜŀǊŀōƭŜΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜΤ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 
invent a new word: excruciatingΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ Ψƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΩέ (Strobel 198).

Do we live our lives in the shadow of the cross? Do we fully understand the suffering that took place? The price Jesus paid for 
ǳǎΚ 5ƻ ǿŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǇŀǊǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΚ

Salvation is ours through the sacrifice Jesus made. His blood cleanses us from sin. We have a hope of heaven because of what 
happened on the cross. Help me walk from day to day with its shadow over me.

άIŜ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ ōƻǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ōƻŘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŘƛŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΦ .ȅ Iƛǎ ǿƻǳƴŘǎ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜŀƭŜŘΦέ м tŜǘŜǊ нΥнп

New Testament

Matthew 12:40 _______________

1 Corinthians 5:7 ______________

1 Peter 3:20-22 _______________

John 3:14-15 _________________

Romans 5:12, 17 ______________

Old Testament

Isaiah 9:6 __________________

Micah 5:2 _________________

Hosea 11:1 ________________

Zechariah 9:9 ______________

Isaiah 53:5 _________________



Why did Jesus come to earth?
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What are some 

of things Jesus 

did while He 

was on earth?
²ƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΣ ŦƛƴŘ ŦƻǳǊ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ 
thankful or giving thanks. Write them on the lines below. Work on 
learning each verse and being more thankful.

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

God has done many things for us. We are truly blessed. Draw a picture 
of some things you are thankful for:

Read the story of the 10 men who had leprosy in 
Luke 17:11-19

What did Jesus do for the men?

What did one man come back and do?

Why was thanking Jesus important?



The most important reason God sent His son, Jesus, to earth was to die on the cross and 
save us from sin. While Jesus was on earth, He did many other important things, too.

What can we learn from Jesus?

Jesus had compassion for people. 
This means He loved people and 
wanted to help them. We can learn 
how much God loves us when we see 
the compassion Jesus had for others.

Jesus was kind. He showed people 
how they should treat each other. 
We can learn how to be kind when 
we read what Jesus did.

Jesus taught the people about God. 
We can learn how God wants us to 
live and how to obey His commands 
when we read the teachings of Jesus.

Jesus spent much time talking to 
God, His Father. We can see from His 
example how important prayer is for 
us too.

Jesus traveled and helped people wherever He went. The map below shows a few places Jesus went. Look at each 
box. Read what Jesus did. Find the place on the map. Color the space in the box the same color as the place on the 
map. An example has been done for you.

Beside the Sea of 
Galilee
Jesus healed 
crowds of people.
Matt. 15:29-31

Capernaum
Jesus healed a 
paralyzed man. 
Mark 2:1-13

Bethsaida
Jesus fed the 
5000.
Luke 9:10-17

Decapolis
Jesus healed a 
man who was 
deaf.
Mark 7:31-37

Jericho 
Jesus healed 2 
blind men .
Matt. 20:29-34

Jesus was 
crucified and died 
for our sins near 
Jerusalem.
John 19:16-18

Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem.
Luke 2:1-7 Capernaum

Bethlehem

Bethsaida

DECAPOLIS

Jerusalem

Jericho

Sea of 
Galilee



How did Jesus teach 
the people?

Why are His 
teachings important?

For extra study

Work on memorizing some or all the above 

verses this quarter. You can also search for 

verses in your Bible that talk about teaching, 

learning, and wisdom.

April 2021
Volume 1, Number 3

2ndς5th Grades

ñNow there are also many other things Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I 

suppose the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.ò John 21:25

¡ Deuteronomy 6:7 You shall teach them diligently to your _____________, and shall talk of them

when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you 

rise.

¡ Psalm 25:4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your ___________.

¡ Psalm 119:33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes; and I ___________ keep it to the end.

¡ Proverbs 18:15 An intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and the ___________ of the wise seeks 

knowledge.

¡ Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our ________________, 

that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

¡ James 1:5 If any of you lacks _____________, let him ask God, who gives generously to all

without reproach, and it will be given him.

¡ 2 Peter 3:18 But grow in the grace and _____________ of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To

Him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

(parents/children)

(commands/paths)

(will/will not)

(mouth/ear)

(instruction/entertainment)

(wisdom/strength)

(knowledge/power)

The Bible commands us to learn, grow in wisdom, and teach others. Today, we have parents, 
preachers, and Bible classes to teach us. We learn when we read and study the Bible.
Look up each verse. Decide which word is correct and write it in the blank.

¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼



Large crowds followed Jesus wherever He went. When He was inside a house, crowds gathered outside. Sometimes Jesus sat on a hillside to teach people. He even taught while sitting in a boat on the water because 
ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ IƛƳ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴ IƛƳΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙey wanted to learn more about God.

We can learn from the example of the crowds that followed Jesus. Today, we can read His teachings in the Bible and learn moreabƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ

Parables
One way Jesus taught the people was with parables. A parable tells a 
story about something familiar to help explain something unfamiliar. For 
example, Jesus told stories about farming and fishing to explain Heaven. 
When we study the Bible, reading parables can help us answer hard 
questions(Tumlinson).

Look at each question below. Read the parable to find the answer. Write or draw 
your answer in the box.

Fishers of Men
ά²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ {Ŝŀ ƻŦ DŀƭƛƭŜŜΣ IŜ ώWŜǎǳǎϐ ǎŀǿ ǘǿƻ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ {ƛƳƻƴ όǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ tŜǘŜǊύ ŀƴŘ !ƴŘǊŜǿ Ƙƛǎ 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΦ !ƴŘ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ΨCƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƛǎƘŜǊǎ 
ƻŦ ƳŜƴΦΩ LƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ IƛƳΦέMatthew 4:18

Jesus called certain men to follow Him and learn from Him. They would learn from the things Jesus said and also by the 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ IŜ ŘƛŘΦ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ IŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ άŦƛǎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎΚ 

Look at Mark 3:13-19. Verse 14 says Jesus appointed twelve apostles for what two reasons? 

Why was it important for the apostles to be with Jesus? 

Why do you think Jesus wanted to send them out to preach? 

Jesus knew He would not be on earth forever, and He needed helpers to teach people what God wanted them to know. 
Look at verses 16-19 of Mark 3. Color each fish that has the name of an apostle

Now look at Matthew 28:18-20. Can you see the things Jesus told the apostles to do to be fishers of men?

¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼

Does God really care about me? 
Matthew 18:12-14

Do I need to be kind to everyone φ
even my enemies? Luke 10:25-37

5ƻ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΚ 
Matthew 7:24-27

Is it important to do my best to serve God? 
Matthew 25:14-30

Does everyone go to Heaven? 
Matthew 13:47-50

Jo
h

n
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We have learned that Jesus is the head of Hisbody, the church. We know what it means when 

He is called Lord. Jesus called Himself the Son of Man many times. On earth, He was a man 

with physical qualities. He felt hunger, sadness, joy, and pain. He bled, and He died. Jesus is 

also God. He had power over death. He conquered sin and death and rose again to life.

Jesus referred to Himself in other ways too. See if you can fit the descriptions into the puzzle 

using the letters in Son of Man.

Look up the following verses that show these different things Jesus said about Himself. Think 
about how each verse relates to the lesson of Christ as the head of the body. In what way does 
each passage make you feel loved, supported, or encouraged as part of the body of Christ?

bread of life 

the light of the world

good shepherd

I will give you rest

DƻŘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ {ƻƴ

the Messiah

way, truth, and the life

the true vine

John 3:16

John 4:25-26

John 6:33-35

John 10:11-15

John 14:6

John 15:1-5

John 8:12

Matthew 11:28

S

O

N

O

F 

M

A

N

_ _ _ _      
_   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ 

ψ ψ ψ Ω ψ   ψ 
_ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ 

_ _ _ _ _   _ 

_ _ _ ,  _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _ _ 

_ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _
_   _ _ _ _ 
_ _   _ _ _  

_ _ _ _
_   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _
_ What does it 

mean that Jesus 

is the head of 

the church?

What is the church?



What is the church?
The church is a group of believers who have 
heard and obeyed the gospel. Look up Acts 2:36-
41. Peter had been teaching about Jesus to the 
men gathered in Jerusalem. What did Peter say 
to the ones who realized they had done wrong? 
In verse 41, you can see that the ones who 
repented and were baptized were added to the 
group of believers, or the church. Verse 47 of 
chapter 2 tells us the Lord is the one who adds 
us to this number. In Acts 11: 26, this group of 
believers is called Christians. Are you a 
Christian? Has the Lord added you to the 
church? If you would like to study more verses, 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άDƻŘ ¢Ŝƭƭǎ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ²ƻǊŘ 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ bŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
section of the newsletter.

The church is the body of Christ.
The church is called the body of Christ. 
Ephesians 4:4-6, 15-17 tells us there is one body, 
and Christ is the head. Can your physical body do 
anything without your brain telling it to? Even 
ǊŜŦƭŜȄ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ Řƻ άǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎέ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŎƘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ƴŜǳǊƻƴǎ 
receiving and responding to a stimulus. The 
brain controls the body. In the same way, Christ 
is in control of His body, the church.

òAnd He is before all things, and in Him all 
things hold together. And He is the Head of 
the body, the church.óColossians 1:17-18a

Romans 12:4-5
The body is made up of different parts. Think of 
some jobs or ways to serve in the church and as a 
Christian. Add words or ideas to the body to the 
left. Can you see how each example needs to 
connect back to Christ?

Jesus is Lord.
¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά[ƻǊŘέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻǊ 

authority like an owner, master, ruler, or king. It is 

used as a title of respect for someone in charge. In 

the Bible, the Greek word for Lord is Kuriosό±ƛƴŜΩǎ 

p. 688-689). Jesus called Himself Lord (Matthew 

7:21, Mark 5:19). After Jesus died and rose again, 

He appeared to His apostles. In John 20:28, Thomas 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ WŜǎǳǎ ȫȫaȅ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ DƻŘΣέ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ 

point on, the word Kuriosis almost always used in 

scripture to describe Jesus or God as Lord, the One 

who has complete control. Think back to the verses 

in Ephesians about Christ as the head of the body. 

As humans, we like to be in control, but is Jesus 

Lord in your life? Is He in complete control? 

CHRIST
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Why did people 

have contrasting 

attitudes toward 

Jesus and His 

teachings?

Study the Gospels
There are 89 total chapters in the gospels. (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John). Reading just one chapter 
a day, pay careful attention to how the people reacted to Jesus. What emotions did they display? 
Notice how He interacted with them. How did He treat those who wronged Him? How did Jesus show 
compassion, wisdom, humility, and mercy? Why do you think crowds followed Him wherever He went?

Think about something you have witnessed that was magnificent or extreme.It 
could be something positive like being on top of a mountain or out on the vast ocean. 
Have you ever experienced a tornado, flood, or wildfire? These experiences never 
leave you. You remember what you saw and how you felt. You cannot help but talk 
about it.
Now think about the apostles. They had witnessed their teacher and friend, Jesus, 
brutally tortured and killed. Then they saw Him alive again! In the first chapter of 
Acts, they witnessed Jesus taken up to Heaven. We do not have to imagine how they 
felt. We can see from the lives they led that they fully believed Jesus was the 
ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘŜŘ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ !Ŏǘǎ пΥнлΣ άŦƻǊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōǳǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
had witnessed, even when threatened with prison, beatings, or death. They had been 
with Jesus (Acts 4:13). They had learned from Him. They knew what was true. In Acts 
chapter 8, the church was persecuted and scattered, but they still taught about Jesus 
wherever they went.
Are we excited for the truth today?Is Christianity such a life-changing event for us 
that we cannot keep from talking about it? Do we do all we can to live according to 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΚ Lƴ WƻƘƴ уΥотΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƻŦ WŜǿǎΣ άȅŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ 
ƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘΦέ bƻ ǊƻƻƳΦ 5ƻ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ 
learning the words of Jesus, or do we have an attitude of indifference?

ά¢Ƙǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΥ ΨIŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŦƻƻǘǎǘƻƻƭΤ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
the house that you would build for me, and what is the place of my rest? All these 
things my hand has made, and so all these things came to be, declares the Lord. But 
this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and 
trembles at my wordΦΩέ LǎŀƛŀƘ ссΥм-2 



When you read the gospels, you see the attitudes toward 
Jesus were either very negative or very positive:

Afraid
Asked Him to leave
Laughed at Him
Did not welcome Him
Furious
Drove Him out of town
Carefully watched
Sneered at Him
Took offense to Him
Grumbled about Him
Hurled insults at Him
Doubted

Fell at His feet
Overwhelmed with wonder

Astonished
Filled with awe

Amazed
Delighted

Praised Him
Spoke well of Him
Knelt before Him

Great crowds followed Him
News about Him spread

Both reacted to the same thing ˈ power. 

Many people loved Jesus. They could tell He loved them
and they could feel His compassion. Jesus healed people. 
He fed them in miraculous ways. He taught them. The 
people knew Jesus had the power to do these things, even 
ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƻǊ ǿƘȅ IŜ ŘƛŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 
followed Him everywhere because they wanted to learn 
more.

On the other hand, many of the Pharisees and teachers of 
the law despised Jesus. They were jealous of the attention 
the people gave Him and were afraid they would lose 
their power if the people listened to Jesus. The Pharisees 
and teachers had set themselves up as rulers of the 
people and made rules and laws that went beyond God's 
commands. Jesus called attention to all the things the 
rulers did wrong, and they were angry when their 
shortcomings were revealed.

From the moment He was born, people had strong reactions to 
the birth of Jesus. Contrast the actions of Herod in Matthew 
chapter 2 with the actions of Simeon and Anna in Luke 2:25-38. 
How was the power of Jesus recognized by each?

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Read Luke 2:8-20. How did the shepherd react to the news of 
Jesus' birth? What were their actions and attitudes?

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

How can these passages help you with your own attitude?

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

άL ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪǎΤ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƭŘ ƴƻǊ ƘƻǘΦ 
Would that you were either cold or hot! So, because 
you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit 
ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƳƻǳǘƘΦέ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ оΥмр-16

You could say most attitudes people had to Jesus 
were either hot or cold. Love or hate. What about the 

ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ φ ǘƘŜ 
attitude of indifference 
Jesus speaks of? Why is 
being lukewarm so 
dangerous? We are told 
many times in scripture 
to serve God with our 
whole heart. 
(Psalm 119:2) 

Look up the following verses. 
Think about how each one warns 
against a lukewarm, indifferent, 
half-hearted attitude.

Mark 7:6 Acts 28:27 Romans 12:2

Can you see the dangers today in a 
ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƭǳƪŜǿŀǊƳ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 
teachings?


