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What do you wish you knew about the Bible?
What makes studying the Bible hard for you?

What makes it fun or interesting?
What kind of help would you like to study the Bible?

Email us your answers, questions, or suggestions for study at:
BeginwiththeBible@gmail.com

Do you know of others who would like to receive a newsletter?
To register, visit bit.ly/BeginwiththeBible on your computer or mobile device.

Once you complete the form, you will receive a confirmation message.
This means you have successfully signed up!

Check out our Facebook page: Begin with the Bible
© 2021 Begin with the Bible Happy church of Christ, P.O. Box 578, Happy, TX 79042

Begin with the Bible is a tool for guided Bible 
reading and study. Each topic is divided into four 
subtopics. Even if you do not have a child in each 
level, the information is useful for family discussion 
and further study. Everyone has a different learning 
style. Some might want to work on their pages as a 
family while others might want to work alone. The 
lessons are designed for personal study; however, 
discussing the lessons with your child can help 
them better understand. Some of the scriptures are 
written out completely, but some are only 
referenced in the lesson. We encourage you to look 
up each verse in your Bible so you can verify that 
we are accurately presenting God’s Word. Our 
prayer for the recipients of this newsletter is that 
families come together to learn about God in a fun 
and engaging way!

Works Cited
Crosby, Fanny J., Doane, William Howard. “Near the Cross.” The United 

Methodist Hymnal, 1869, No. 301. 
Hickey, Brett. “Is It a Small Thing?” Let the Bible Speak. 

www.letthebiblespeak.com. 
Holy Bible: English Standard Version. Crossway Bibles, 2001.
Strobel, Lee, and Jane Vogel. The Case for Christ: a Journalist's Personal 

Investigation of the Evidence for Jesus. Zondervan, 2017.
Tumlinson, Nancy. “Bible Talk Time.” vol. 3 no. 2.
Vine, W. E. Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old & New Testament Words. T. 

Nelson Publishers, 2003. 

mailto:BeginwiththeBible@gmail.com


Family Study: The Old Testament Points to Jesus

The New Testament is not the only place we learn about Jesus. Below 
are a few Old Testament prophecies that are about Jesus and events in 
the Old Testament that symbolize Jesus. 
• Look up each New Testament Verse. Can you find the story in the 

Old Testament?
• Look up each Old Testament Verse. Can you find the story in the 

New Testament?

In the sermon, “Is It A Small Thing?” by Brett Hickey, he says man has a “tendency to establish his own standards of 
importance on God’s teaching instead of simply following God’s instruction no matter how little value man may see in it.” 
(Hickey). He gives examples of the profane fire Nadab and Abihu offered before the Lord (Leviticus 10:1-3) and of the time 
Uzzah reached out to steady the ark of God on the cart (2 Samuel 6:3-7). In these examples of “small things”, the men did 
what they thought was right instead of what God commanded.

Words seem like such small things, but we must be careful with them. Think about the popular “What would Jesus do?” 
trend. This question leaves much open to your own opinion or interpretation. While it is an excellent idea to treat people 
how Jesus treated them, better questions to ask are, “What did Jesus do?” and “What did Jesus say?” Jesus loved everyone, 
but He did not love their sin. He compared a sinner to a sick person who needed a doctor (Matthew 9:9-13, Mark 2:16-17), 
and He told an adulterous woman to leave her life of sin (John 8:10-11).

Studying the Bible regularly makes us more familiar with what it says and helps us identify the small things and their 
importance.

“Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the 
Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.” Acts 17:11

“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What 
you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.” 
Philippians 4:8-9

God Tells in His Word What is Needed for Salvation
God’s Grace: 
Christ’s Sacrifice/Resurrection:
Holy Spirit’s Sanctifying Work:
The Gospel:
Faith/Belief:
Confession of Belief:
Repentance:
Baptism:

Ephesians 2:8-10
Romans 5:6-9, 1 Peter 3:21
2 Thessalonians 2:13, Ephesians 1:13-14

1 Corinthians 15:1-2
Ephesians 2:8, John 3:16-17, Mark 16:15-16
Romans 10:9-10, 17; 1 John 4:13-15
Acts 2:37-41, Acts 3:19
Acts 2:37-41, 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21-22

How often do you think about Jesus’ death on the cross? In the hymn “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross” by Fanny J. Crosby, a 
verse says, “Near the cross, O Lamb of God / Bring its scenes before me / Help me walk from day to day / With its shadow 
over me”(Crosby). The song is based on John 19:25 when Jesus’ mother is standing near the cross as her son is dying. The 
pain in this event is something beyond our comprehension. In his book The Case for Christ, Lee Strobel interviewed a forensic 
pathologist who explained in precise detail what physically happened to Jesus as He was flogged and crucified. It is horrific to
read. He explained that “the pain was absolutely unbearable. In fact, it was literally beyond words to describe; they had to 
invent a new word: excruciating, which literally means ‘out of the cross’” (Strobel 198).

Do we live our lives in the shadow of the cross? Do we fully understand the suffering that took place? The price Jesus paid for 
us? Do we remember as we partake of the Lord’s supper on the first day of the week?

Salvation is ours through the sacrifice Jesus made. His blood cleanses us from sin. We have a hope of heaven because of what 
happened on the cross. Help me walk from day to day with its shadow over me.

“He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By His wounds you 
have been healed.” 1 Peter 2:24

New Testament

Matthew 12:40 _______________

1 Corinthians 5:7 ______________

1 Peter 3:20-22 _______________

John 3:14-15 _________________

Romans 5:12, 17 ______________

Old Testament

Isaiah 9:6 __________________

Micah 5:2 _________________

Hosea 11:1 ________________

Zechariah 9:9 ______________

Isaiah 53:5 _________________



Why did Jesus come to earth?
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PreK – 1st Grade

What are some 

of things Jesus 

did while He 

was on earth?
With a parent’s help, find four verses in the Bible that talk about being 
thankful or giving thanks. Write them on the lines below. Work on 
learning each verse and being more thankful.

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

God has done many things for us. We are truly blessed. Draw a picture 
of some things you are thankful for:

Read the story of the 10 men who had leprosy in 
Luke 17:11-19

What did Jesus do for the men?

What did one man come back and do?

Why was thanking Jesus important?



The most important reason God sent His son, Jesus, to earth was to die on the cross and 
save us from sin. While Jesus was on earth, He did many other important things, too.

What can we learn from Jesus?

Jesus had compassion for people. 
This means He loved people and 
wanted to help them. We can learn 
how much God loves us when we see 
the compassion Jesus had for others.

Jesus was kind. He showed people 
how they should treat each other. 
We can learn how to be kind when 
we read what Jesus did.

Jesus taught the people about God. 
We can learn how God wants us to 
live and how to obey His commands 
when we read the teachings of Jesus.

Jesus spent much time talking to 
God, His Father. We can see from His 
example how important prayer is for 
us too.

Jesus traveled and helped people wherever He went. The map below shows a few places Jesus went. Look at each 
box. Read what Jesus did. Find the place on the map. Color the space in the box the same color as the place on the 
map. An example has been done for you.

Beside the Sea of 
Galilee
Jesus healed 
crowds of people.
Matt. 15:29-31

Capernaum
Jesus healed a 
paralyzed man. 
Mark 2:1-13

Bethsaida
Jesus fed the 
5000.
Luke 9:10-17

Decapolis
Jesus healed a 
man who was 
deaf.
Mark 7:31-37

Jericho 
Jesus healed 2 
blind men .
Matt. 20:29-34

Jesus was 
crucified and died 
for our sins near 
Jerusalem.
John 19:16-18

Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem.
Luke 2:1-7 Capernaum

Bethlehem

Bethsaida

DECAPOLIS

Jerusalem

Jericho

Sea of 
Galilee



How did Jesus teach 
the people?

Why are His 
teachings important?

For extra study

Work on memorizing some or all the above 

verses this quarter. You can also search for 

verses in your Bible that talk about teaching, 

learning, and wisdom.
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2nd – 5th Grades

“Now there are also many other things Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I 

suppose the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.” John 21:25

 Deuteronomy 6:7 You shall teach them diligently to your _____________, and shall talk of them

when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you 

rise.

 Psalm 25:4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your ___________.

 Psalm 119:33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes; and I ___________ keep it to the end.

 Proverbs 18:15 An intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and the ___________ of the wise seeks 

knowledge.

 Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our ________________, 

that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

 James 1:5 If any of you lacks _____________, let him ask God, who gives generously to all

without reproach, and it will be given him.

 2 Peter 3:18 But grow in the grace and _____________ of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To

Him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

(parents/children)

(commands/paths)

(will/will not)

(mouth/ear)

(instruction/entertainment)

(wisdom/strength)

(knowledge/power)

The Bible commands us to learn, grow in wisdom, and teach others. Today, we have parents, 
preachers, and Bible classes to teach us. We learn when we read and study the Bible.
Look up each verse. Decide which word is correct and write it in the blank.

             



Large crowds followed Jesus wherever He went. When He was inside a house, crowds gathered outside. Sometimes Jesus sat on a hillside to teach people. He even taught while sitting in a boat on the water because 
the crowds listening to Him were so large and pressed in on Him. The Bible tells us people were amazed at Jesus’ teaching. They wanted to learn more about God.

We can learn from the example of the crowds that followed Jesus. Today, we can read His teachings in the Bible and learn more about God’s plan for us.

Parables
One way Jesus taught the people was with parables. A parable tells a 
story about something familiar to help explain something unfamiliar. For 
example, Jesus told stories about farming and fishing to explain Heaven. 
When we study the Bible, reading parables can help us answer hard 
questions (Tumlinson).

Look at each question below. Read the parable to find the answer. Write or draw 
your answer in the box.

Fishers of Men
“While walking beside the Sea of Galilee, He [Jesus] saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And He said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers 
of men.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.” Matthew 4:18

Jesus called certain men to follow Him and learn from Him. They would learn from the things Jesus said and also by the 
things He did. Jesus said He would make them “fishers of men.” What do you think this means? 

Look at Mark 3:13-19. Verse 14 says Jesus appointed twelve apostles for what two reasons? 

Why was it important for the apostles to be with Jesus? 

Why do you think Jesus wanted to send them out to preach? 

Jesus knew He would not be on earth forever, and He needed helpers to teach people what God wanted them to know. 
Look at verses 16-19 of Mark 3. Color each fish that has the name of an apostle

Now look at Matthew 28:18-20. Can you see the things Jesus told the apostles to do to be fishers of men?

                       

Does God really care about me? 
Matthew 18:12-14

Do I need to be kind to everyone ―
even my enemies? Luke 10:25-37

Do I need to obey Jesus’ teachings? 
Matthew 7:24-27

Is it important to do my best to serve God? 
Matthew 25:14-30

Does everyone go to Heaven? 
Matthew 13:47-50

Jo
h

n
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6th – 8th Grades

We have learned that Jesus is the head of His body, the church. We know what it means when 

He is called Lord. Jesus called Himself the Son of Man many times. On earth, He was a man 

with physical qualities. He felt hunger, sadness, joy, and pain. He bled, and He died. Jesus is 

also God. He had power over death. He conquered sin and death and rose again to life.

Jesus referred to Himself in other ways too. See if you can fit the descriptions into the puzzle 

using the letters in Son of Man.

Look up the following verses that show these different things Jesus said about Himself. Think 
about how each verse relates to the lesson of Christ as the head of the body. In what way does 
each passage make you feel loved, supported, or encouraged as part of the body of Christ?

bread of life 

the light of the world

good shepherd

I will give you rest

God’s only Son

the Messiah

way, truth, and the life

the true vine

John 3:16

John 4:25-26

John 6:33-35

John 10:11-15

John 14:6

John 15:1-5

John 8:12

Matthew 11:28
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_ _ _ _      
_   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ 

_ _ _ ’ _   _ 
_ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ 

_ _ _ _ _   _ 

_ _ _ ,  _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _ _ 

_ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _
_   _ _ _ _ 
_ _   _ _ _  

_ _ _ _
_   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _
_ What does it 

mean that Jesus 

is the head of 

the church?

What is the church?



What is the church?
The church is a group of believers who have 
heard and obeyed the gospel. Look up Acts 2:36-
41. Peter had been teaching about Jesus to the 
men gathered in Jerusalem. What did Peter say 
to the ones who realized they had done wrong? 
In verse 41, you can see that the ones who 
repented and were baptized were added to the 
group of believers, or the church. Verse 47 of 
chapter 2 tells us the Lord is the one who adds 
us to this number. In Acts 11: 26, this group of 
believers is called Christians. Are you a 
Christian? Has the Lord added you to the 
church? If you would like to study more verses, 
please see the box titled “God Tells in His Word 
What is Needed for Salvation” in the family 
section of the newsletter.

The church is the body of Christ.
The church is called the body of Christ. 
Ephesians 4:4-6, 15-17 tells us there is one body, 
and Christ is the head. Can your physical body do 
anything without your brain telling it to? Even 
reflex movements or things we do “without 
thinking” involve a complex chain of neurons 
receiving and responding to a stimulus. The 
brain controls the body. In the same way, Christ 
is in control of His body, the church.

“And He is before all things, and in Him all 
things hold together. And He is the Head of 

the body, the church.” Colossians 1:17-18a

Romans 12:4-5
The body is made up of different parts. Think of 
some jobs or ways to serve in the church and as a 
Christian. Add words or ideas to the body to the 
left. Can you see how each example needs to 
connect back to Christ?

Jesus is Lord.
The word “Lord” means someone with power or 

authority like an owner, master, ruler, or king. It is 

used as a title of respect for someone in charge. In 

the Bible, the Greek word for Lord is Kurios (Vine’s 

p. 688-689). Jesus called Himself Lord (Matthew 

7:21, Mark 5:19). After Jesus died and rose again, 

He appeared to His apostles. In John 20:28, Thomas 

called Jesus ``My Lord and my God,” and from that 

point on, the word Kurios is almost always used in 

scripture to describe Jesus or God as Lord, the One 

who has complete control. Think back to the verses 

in Ephesians about Christ as the head of the body. 

As humans, we like to be in control, but is Jesus 

Lord in your life? Is He in complete control? 

CHRIST



How did people react to Jesus?
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High School/College

Why did people 

have contrasting 

attitudes toward 

Jesus and His 

teachings?

Study the Gospels
There are 89 total chapters in the gospels. (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John). Reading just one chapter 
a day, pay careful attention to how the people reacted to Jesus. What emotions did they display? 
Notice how He interacted with them. How did He treat those who wronged Him? How did Jesus show 
compassion, wisdom, humility, and mercy? Why do you think crowds followed Him wherever He went?

Think about something you have witnessed that was magnificent or extreme. It 
could be something positive like being on top of a mountain or out on the vast ocean. 
Have you ever experienced a tornado, flood, or wildfire? These experiences never 
leave you. You remember what you saw and how you felt. You cannot help but talk 
about it.
Now think about the apostles. They had witnessed their teacher and friend, Jesus, 
brutally tortured and killed. Then they saw Him alive again! In the first chapter of 
Acts, they witnessed Jesus taken up to Heaven. We do not have to imagine how they 
felt. We can see from the lives they led that they fully believed Jesus was the 
resurrected Son of God. Peter and John said in Acts 4:20, “for we cannot but speak of 
what we have seen and heard.” The apostles could not help but talk about what they 
had witnessed, even when threatened with prison, beatings, or death. They had been 
with Jesus (Acts 4:13). They had learned from Him. They knew what was true. In Acts 
chapter 8, the church was persecuted and scattered, but they still taught about Jesus 
wherever they went.
Are we excited for the truth today? Is Christianity such a life-changing event for us 
that we cannot keep from talking about it? Do we do all we can to live according to 
the scriptures? In John 8:37, Jesus says to a crowd of Jews, “yet you are ready to kill 
me because you have no room for my word.” No room. Do we make room for 
learning the words of Jesus, or do we have an attitude of indifference?

“Thus says the Lord: ‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what is 
the house that you would build for me, and what is the place of my rest? All these 
things my hand has made, and so all these things came to be, declares the Lord. But 
this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and 
trembles at my word.’” Isaiah 66:1-2 



When you read the gospels, you see the attitudes toward 
Jesus were either very negative or very positive:

Afraid
Asked Him to leave
Laughed at Him
Did not welcome Him
Furious
Drove Him out of town
Carefully watched
Sneered at Him
Took offense to Him
Grumbled about Him
Hurled insults at Him
Doubted

Fell at His feet
Overwhelmed with wonder

Astonished
Filled with awe

Amazed
Delighted

Praised Him
Spoke well of Him
Knelt before Him

Great crowds followed Him
News about Him spread

Both reacted to the same thing ― power. 

Many people loved Jesus. They could tell He loved them
and they could feel His compassion. Jesus healed people. 
He fed them in miraculous ways. He taught them. The 
people knew Jesus had the power to do these things, even 
if they didn’t understand how or why He did. They 
followed Him everywhere because they wanted to learn 
more.

On the other hand, many of the Pharisees and teachers of 
the law despised Jesus. They were jealous of the attention 
the people gave Him and were afraid they would lose 
their power if the people listened to Jesus. The Pharisees 
and teachers had set themselves up as rulers of the 
people and made rules and laws that went beyond God's 
commands. Jesus called attention to all the things the 
rulers did wrong, and they were angry when their 
shortcomings were revealed.

From the moment He was born, people had strong reactions to 
the birth of Jesus. Contrast the actions of Herod in Matthew 
chapter 2 with the actions of Simeon and Anna in Luke 2:25-38. 
How was the power of Jesus recognized by each?

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Read Luke 2:8-20. How did the shepherd react to the news of 
Jesus' birth? What were their actions and attitudes?

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

How can these passages help you with your own attitude?

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

“I know your works; you are neither cold nor hot. 
Would that you were either cold or hot! So, because 
you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit 
you out of my mouth.” Revelation 3:15-16

You could say most attitudes people had to Jesus 
were either hot or cold. Love or hate. What about the 

middle ground ― the 
attitude of indifference 
Jesus speaks of? Why is 
being lukewarm so 
dangerous? We are told 
many times in scripture 
to serve God with our 
whole heart. 
(Psalm 119:2) 

Look up the following verses. 
Think about how each one warns 
against a lukewarm, indifferent, 
half-hearted attitude.

Mark 7:6 Acts 28:27 Romans 12:2

Can you see the dangers today in a 
society that is lukewarm to God’s 
teachings?


